Title: Taking the right courses for college starts now.(7th & 8th grade Developmental lesson)
Learning Objective: Students will acquire information on the benefits of taking challenging course work. 

ASCA Domain: Delivery 

ASCA Standard: 
Academic Development Domain
· Content Standard A: Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge, and skills that contribute to successful learning in school and across the life span. 

· Content Standard B: Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a wide range of substantial postsecondary options, including college. 

Career Development Domain

· Content Standard H: Students will understand the relationship between educational achievement and career development. 

ASCA Competency:  Students will learn the importance of taking challenging class and advance placement classes.  They will also learn the importance of starting these classes in middle school.
ASCA Indicator: The number of students in advance placement classes.
Description of Exercise/Activity/: 

· I will explain to students that studies show that if students take algebra and geometry early—starting in the eighth and ninth grade—they are more likely to go on to college than students who don’t.  By taking algebra soon, you’ll probably be able to enroll in chemistry, physics, and advanced math courses before you finish high school. Then you will have room in your high school schedule to take a second language, art or Advanced Placement course.  Making good grades in these kinds of tough courses can be a big plus in helping you get into college.
· Then they will view a power point show.

Links:

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CollegeMeNow/page13.html
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CollegeMeNow/page14.html
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CollegeMeNow/page15.html
· After the slide show, I will ask students to create a sample schedule for their first year in high school.

Materials:

· Computer with internet and power point capability.
· Projector.
· Paper and Pencils
Data Assessment:

Process Data: The entire seven and eight grade will receive this lesson at the beginning of the school year.  Preferably during a grade assembly. 
Perception Data: 
· What are challenging courses? 
· Post: List one advance placement class you are going to take?

· All information will be shared with administrator  

Results Data 
· The data element that needs to be change is the number of students of color and Latinos in advance placement classes or regents’ classes.  This will help close achievement and opportunity gaps.

· The more students of color and Latinos in regents’ classes will increase the number of students graduating and taken advance placement classes in high school.

· All information will be shared with administrator.    
References: U. S. Department of Education. (n.d). Retrieved October 26, 2008, from http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml
Title: Identify important factors in choosing a college         

Learning Objective: Students will acquire information on how to select a college that works for them. 

ASCA Domain: Delivery 

ASCA Standard: 

Academic Development Domain
· Content Standard A: Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge, and skills that contribute to successful learning in school and across the life span. 

· Content Standard B: Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a wide range of substantial postsecondary options, including college. 

Career Development Domain

· Content Standard H: Students will understand the relationship between educational achievement and career development.
Personal/Social Development Domain
· Content Standard E: Students will make decisions, set goals, and take necessary action to achieve goals. 

ASCA Competency:  Students will learn the factors that go into selecting a college.
ASCA Indicator: The number of students that remain in college after there first year.
Description of Exercise/Activity/: 
I will explain to students that in choosing a college, the first things you'll probably consider will be the type of academic program and the availability of the major or majors you are most interested in.

· Then I will ask students what is important to you when selecting a college?,  I will write their answers down on a board.

· Next, I will give them a list of the most important factor to consider when selecting a college.  I will then say to students how you rank these other factors will depend largely on your personal preferences and needs.

Materials:

· Computers with internet 
· Handout
Data Assessment:

Process Data: The entire junior class will receive this lesson at the end of the school year and senior will receive this lesson at the beginning of the school year, preferably during a grade assembly. 
Perception Data: 
· What are you looking for in college that you want to attend? 

· Post: List three choices of college that matches most of your factors?

· All information will be shared with administrator  

Results Data 

· The data element that needs to be change is the number of students leaving colleges after the first year.  This will help close opportunity gaps.

· The more students have knowledge and information on the college of their choice they more likely they are to attend and stay. 
· All information will be shared with administrator.    

References: The Act. (n.d). Retrieved October 26, 2008, from http://www.actstudent.org/
Title of Lesson:  Financial Aid Resources for Post-High School Education 

 (Day & night workshop)
Outcome or Standard:

 Administrators, teachers, parents, guardians, and students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge, and skills to help and apply for finical aid.

ASCA Standards

· Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions.

· Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals with success and satisfaction.

· Students will understand the relationship between personal qualities, education, training and the world of work.

NYS Learning Standards
· Standard 3:   Resource Management, Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources.
ASCA Competency:   

(1) Learn to be an advocate that encourage your school and community to mount effective campaigns so that all students will reach high level of academic achievement. 

(2) Identify scholarships that will improve education. 

(3) Identify education patterns and practices, both those that cause and those that close achievement gaps between groups of students.  

(4) Identify different ways to achieve the funds to get to college. 
ASCA Indicator: the number of students that correctly fill out FASA application.

Learning Objective(s): 

Administrators, teachers, parents, guardians, and students will be able to complete finical aid form and access other form of funds to assist student in going to college.  This will help close the achievement gap. 

Materials:  

Large Room
Overhead Projector

Finical Aid Forms

Sample Tax Return

Development Learning Activities:

Introduction: 

     I will ask participants, what is finical aid?   Afterwards, the definition will be placed on the overhead and read aloud to the group.
What is Financial Aid? (Slide 1)
"Financial aid" refers to programs that help students and families pay for college or graduate school. Aid can be merit-based (i.e., based on academic excellence, artistic talent, athletic talent) or need-based (i.e., based on a family's ability to pay for college). 

Over half of the nation's 15 million postsecondary students receive financial aid. Most of this aid is need-based.

Financial Aid is available in four forms: 

· Grants 

· Scholarships 

· Loans 

· Work-study 

Three major sources provide the bulk of student financial aid: 

· Federal government 

· State governments 

· Colleges and universities 

Students can also receive aid from private sources such as: 

· Companies 

· Community groups 

· Non-governmental organizations 

· Schools 

· Banks 

· Other lending institutions 
The next step is to discuss What Aid Programs are Available?  There are a number of aid programs available to help finance a college education. (Slide 2)

· Federal and State Grants. Grants do not have to be repaid. Federal and state grant programs include: 

· The Pell Grant Program, which provides grants to low-income undergraduates. 

· The Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) Program, which supplements Pell Grant and other aid to low-income students. 

· The Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP) Program, which provides states with grant money for college students. 

· Scholarships. Scholarships are awarded for merit-based achievement in academic or other areas (music, art, athletics), although financial need may be a consideration as well. Scholarships do not have to be repaid.

· Loans. Federal loan programs help students borrow money for college at reasonable interest rates, with flexible repayment options. Loans must be repaid. Federal loan programs include: 

· The Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program makes loans available to students and their families through about 7,100 participating private lenders. 

· The William D. Ford Direct Student Loan Program finances federal loans to students. Students fill out one application and borrow directly from the federal government, not from a bank. 

· The Perkins Loan Program provides low-interest loans to undergraduate and graduate/professional students who demonstrate financial need. 

· Work-Study. Under the work-study program, students are provided part-time jobs on or off campus to help pay for their education expenses. Federal and college financial aid applications and websites generally have work-study options.
· Next we will look at Slide 3, which discuss Additional Government Programs, including: 

· TRIO programs provide services to low-income students, including help in choosing a college, tutoring, personal and financial counseling, career counseling and workplace visits. 

· The Hope Scholarship Tax Credit allows students, or their parents or guardians, to claim a tax credit of up to $1,500 per student for out-of-pocket tuition and fees. The credit is available for each of the first two years of classes toward a degree or certificate from a college or vocational school. 

· The Lifetime Learning Tax Credit allows college students or their families to claim up to 20 percent of qualified out-of-pocket expenses associated with earning a degree per year. 

· The Coverdell Education Savings Account is a savings account to finance the education expenses of a child or other designated beneficiary. Contributions are limited to $2,000 per year and are not tax deductible. However, funds grow tax free until withdrawn to pay college tuition. 

· College Based Financial Aid. Nearly 19 percent of available aid comes from colleges. Contact the financial aid office of the college your child wishes to attend for more information.

· Private Scholarships and Grants. Organizations, foundations, businesses and other groups offer scholarships to academically promising students. Help your child investigate possibilities by talking to your child's school guidance counselor and visiting the local library.

Activity:  

     The activity will be for the parent complete is a finical aid form.    I will use an overhead projector to view and fill out forms with parents.  A sample tax return will be used as a model.

 Conclusion:  

     I would provide parents with Additional Resources: 
·  The Student Guide: Financial Aid from the U.S. Department of Education for more information on federal financial aid, or call 1-800-4-Fed-Aid (1-800-433-3243).

· Contact your state higher education agency for more information on state financial aid.

· Consider volunteer and service programs that pay for some educational expenses: 

· Americorps (1-800-942-2677) 

· Peace Corps (1-800-424-8580) 

· Merchant Marine Academy (1-866-546-4778) 

· ROTC 

· Check out free scholarship and grant resources online, such as: 

· College is Possible 

· College Board's Pay for College 

· FastWeb 

· Peterson's Financial Aid 

· Consider Internet services that search for potential scholarships and grants for a fee.

  Data Assessment:

Process Data: The entire senior class and parent/guardian will receive this lesson at the beginning of the school year, preferably during a workshop. 
Perception Data: 
· What is the purpose of filling out a FASA form? 

· Post: What are two documents you need to fill out your FASA form?

· All information will be shared with administrator  

Results Data 

· The data element that needs to be change is the number of students not going to college because of the lack of funding.  This will help close opportunity gaps.

· The more students have knowledge and information on how to fill out a FASA form the more likely they are to receive some type of funding. 

· All information will be shared with administrator.    

Handouts
PROJECT ON STUDENT DEBT

http://projectonstudentdebt.org/ 

For Americans of all socio-economic backgrounds, borrowing has become a primary way to pay for higher education. The Project on Student Debt works to increase public understanding of this trend and the implications for our families, economy, and society. Recognizing that loans play a critical role in making college possible, the Project's goal is to identify cost-effective solutions that expand educational opportunity, protect family financial security, and advance economic competitiveness.

Policy Initiatives:

Financial Aid Pledges to Reduce Student Debt
Students deserve to know that going to the right school does not have to mean a lifetime of hazardous debt. Some colleges and universities are changing their financial aid policies and communications strategies to eliminate or minimize student loans for low- and middle- income students. Is your school on the list?

Fair and Manageable Loan Payments

Federal student loans should help expand rather than restrict educational and economic opportunity. With broad-based support from students, parents, and college access experts, we helped design a proposal that would cap loan payments at a reasonable percentage of income, limit interest buildup, and cancel remaining debt after 25 years. This policy, now called Income Based Repayment, was signed into law on September 27, 2007, and will go into effect in July 2009.

Private Loan Policy Agenda

As the volume of private student loans grows, so does the number of borrowers unprepared for the high interest rates and inflexible terms. Our private loan policy agenda is proving to be a helpful guide as legislators begin to shape proposals to improve information, disclosures, and protections for private loan borrowers.

Student Debt Policy Agenda

Our policy agenda should serve as a guide for what concerned policymakers can do to strengthen federal financial aid policies and reduce the risks and burdens of student debt.

The College Opportunity Incentive Fund

College-qualified high-school graduates from families with incomes below the national median are much less likely to go to or finish college than their higher income peers. This proposed federal fund would encourage states and colleges to enroll and graduate more young adults with below-median family incomes.

Federal Tax Credit for Student Loan Interest

Our tax model would provide more meaningful relief to households with burdensome student debt than the current student loan interest deduction. It rewards work, encourages timely payment, and recognizes family responsibilities.
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